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Indigi-Aid Concert
There is a lot going on in this world right now. Many are wondering
what can be done to help. Support communities of color! Coronavirus
is still ravaging places like Navajo Nation, where communities are still
being impacted enormously by high infection and death rates. Infection
is now the highest per capita in the country, where 1/3 or more of
families are living without running water or electricity.
On June 11, there will be a grass roots concert/stream-a-thon to
raise funds to support indigenous communities responding to Covid-19.
It's going to be beautiful and fun and something worth supporting. It will
be hosted by Shaneequa Isaiah Brokenleg and Sandra T. Montes and
we will have artists such as Ana Hernandez, Bude VanDyke, Charles
Murphy, The Wake Singers, and others from around the country
(including Alaska!). Please join us and support the cause. IndigiAid www.indigi-aid.org #indigiaid #HelpingAllOurRelatives
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry's
Pentecost Sermon
from the Washington National Cathedral,
May 31, 2020
This Pentecost service included the collect, "A
Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the
People of God," specially written for this time.
This prayer is included on page 5.
Pentecost in a Pandemic
And now in the name of our loving, liberating and
life-giving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
amen.
Today is the day of Pentecost, sometimes
referred to as the birthday of the church, the
beginning of the Jesus movement being launched
into the world. When the Spirit of God, the same
spirit that rested upon Jesus, when the spirit of
God rested upon those first gathered apostles
and followers. It was the beginning of what we
call the church, this movement of those who
follow Jesus. But this year, we observe
Pentecost in the midst of a pandemic, and that's
what I'd like to talk with you about for a few
moments. Pentecost in a pandemic.
For a text, the words of the Apostle Paul in
Romans chapter 5:
We...boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because
God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit (who) has been given to
us.
The old spiritual says it this way. If you cannot
preach like Peter and you cannot pray like Paul,
just tell the love of Jesus how he dies to save us
all. There is a balm in Gilead to make the
wounded whole. There is a balm in Gilead to heal
the sin-sick soul.
Pentecost in a pandemic. We really do observe
this Pentecost in the midst of a pandemic. The
pandemic of COVID-19 is real. It is painful. And

CROSS ROADS

we pray that scientists and researchers and all of the
folk who are working hard will find a way to bring this
pandemic to an end. But there's another pandemic,
not of the viral kind, but of the spiritual kind. It is a
pandemic of the human spirit, when our lives are
focused on ourselves, when the self becomes the
center of the world and of the universe. It is a
pandemic of self-centeredness. And it may be even
more destructive than a virus.
This pandemic of self-centeredness, if you will, has
been the root cause of every humanly created evil
that has ever hurt or harmed any child of God or
even the earth itself. James, in the Epistle says, and
I quote, "What causes wars? What causes fighting
among you? Is it not the passions that are at war in
your own members? YOu desire and do not have, so
you kill. And you covet and cannot obtain, so you
fight and wage war." That is the pandemic of
selfishness, of self-centeredness. It is the pandemic
where I am the center of the universe and if I'm the
center of the universe, then everybody else and
everything else, including you, is the periphery.
And the pandemic is the root cause of every
humanly created evil that has ever been made.
Every war that has ever been fought, every bigotry,
every injustice, every wrong that has ever been
wrought. Anytime a human being has hurt another
human child of God directly or indirectly, explicitly or
implicitly, at the root cause is me being the center of
the world and you on the periphery. Dr. Martin
Luther King called this the reverse Copernican
Revolution. Where not the sun is the center of the
universe, but the self. Love is the antidote to that.
Love is the cure for that. Love is what can help us
remove that way of living and establish a way of life
where we find life for us all.
If you cannot preach like Peter,
and you cannot pray like Paul,
just tell the love of Jesus,
how he died to save us all.
There is a balm in Gilead that can make the
...con't on page 3
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Sermon.. con't
wounded whole. There is a balm in Gilead that
can heal the sin-sick soul. There is a cure for that
pandemic. Unselfish sacrificial love. If you listen
to the writer of the spiritual, that's what they
grasped. Jesus didn't die for himself, he died for
others. He died for the good and well-being of
others, not for anything that he could get out of it.
It was an unselfish act, if you will, a sacrificial act.
And it is that way of unselfish, even sacrificial
living that has the innate spiritual capacity to
actually save and help us all.
Jesus following the teachings of Moses told us
long ago, you shall love the Lord your God and
your neighbor as yourself. To love God and love
the neighbor and genuinely to love the self. Not
prideful false self-love, but genuinely to love the
self. That is the way. That's the way to life. Not
just for us individually, but for us corporately as a
society and us globally as a global human family.
Love is the way. It is not a mere utopian dream.
It is our hope. Our only hope. And it is the cure
for this pandemic cause by the human spirit.
But let no one deceive you. This is not cheap
grace or sugar-coated religion. It's not easy. It's
not easy to live an unselfish life. It's not easy.
And the truth is, much that we see around us is
the fruit of this unhealthy self-centeredness.
Seemingly ruling the day. But again, the spiritual
may help us here. The singer said it this way,
Sometimes I feel discouraged,
and think my life's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again.
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole.
There is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
Love is the way, but we don't always have the
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power to live that way. But the spirit of the living
God does have that power, because I think if I read
my Bible correctly, 1st John chapter 4, it says,
"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of
God and those who love are born of God and know
God, because God is love." If God is love, and the
Spirit of God is the spirit of God's essence and life
and heart, then when that spirit is poured out on us,
the very love that is the heart of God is being poured
out on us and love becomes possible. But it's hard.
This past week, we have not only had to endure a
pandemic occasioned by a virus, a viral pandemic,,
but we've had to endure and face a spiritual
pandemic. The roots of self-centeredness where
one person can look upon another person and
despise and reject them, and not even behold them
as a fellow child of God. We have seen once again
the unthinkable become thinkable. It's caused great
pain or better yet, on Earth, the great pain that was
already there.
In Minnesota, the killing of George Floyd was a
violation of basic human decency and dignity. And
we all saw it. We all saw it. Maybe the deeper pain
that comes with that is that that wasn't an isolated
incident. It happened to Breonna Taylor on March
13th in Kentucky. It happened to Ahmaud Arbery on
February 23rd in Georgia. And need I mention
Melissa Ventura, Paul Castaway, Sandra Bland, Eric
Garner, Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin? This is a
painful path that we have been on for a long time.
We've made such progress in our human
relationships and in our racial relationships, and yet
this seems not to have changed at all.
I'm 67 years old. In the late 1960s and early 70s,
when I was a teenager, the same thing was going on
then. My father, who was an Episcopal priest, rector
of St. Philip's in Buffalo, also served not only as a
parish priest but as the director of human relations
for the city of Buffalo. And in that capacity after riots
in the 1960s, he was brought on board and brought
others on board to lead sensitivity training sessions
...con't page 4
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Sermon...con't

for police officers in the Buffalo police force.
That was necessary because some of the riots
that were occasioned resulted from precisely the
same thing that happened just this past week in
Minneapolis.
I was a teenager then and it was going on
then. I was a teenager when my father warned
me when I learned how to drive, that if ever you
have encounters with the police, obey, do what
they say. Do not talk back and watch how you
move your hands. I was told that in the 1960s
and we're still having to say it today. That's
where some of the anger and the frustration that
we're seeing on our streets is coming from. It's
accumulated hurt and disappointment. But not
just for those on the streets, for people of
goodwill and human decency of all races, of all
stripes, of all religions, of all kinds.
There is a part of us that just wants to throw
up our hands, and in the words of the Psalmist
cry, how long? How long, oh Lord? How long?
And yet, we are not victims of fate. We are
people of faith. We are not doomed and
condemned to continue our past into our
present and future. We need not be slaves of
fate. We follow in the footsteps of Jesus. And
this Jesus taught us that love will make a way
out of no way. He taught us that sometimes you
have to take up the cross and follow in his
footsteps. And that if you dare to follow his way
of love, you will find God's way of life. We will
not submit to fate. We must not give in to fate.
We must dare to follow Jesus in the way of love
that can save us all.
Buy I don't have the power to do that all the
time. And I suspect, neither do you. But God
does. And that's why the singer of the spiritual
had a verse that said,
Sometimes I feel discouraged,
and (I) think my life's in vain,
but then th(at) Holy Spirit
(It) revives my soul again.
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There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole.
There is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
Love is the way. It can save us all. And maybe
we've seen a sign of it. And maybe we've seen
evidence that by the power of the spirit, we might be
able to do it.
Public health officials have told us that we all need
to start wearing these when we go out in public.
These face masks. And it's interesting, when you
put the face mask on, it's not fun to wear. They've
told us that you're really putting it on not to save
yourself. You're not putting it on to protect yourself.
The reason for wearing the face mask is, I wear it
so that I don't spread anything to you. I wear it to
protect you. It's a small inconvenience, a little
sacrifice that actually may be a symbol of what it
means to love. And the possible miracle could be
that if I wear it to protect you from me, and you wear
it to protect me from you, or the virus within you, we
get protected and we all win. And that is the power
of love.
If I make room for you, and you make room for me,
and if we will work together to create a society where
there is room for all of God's children, where every
human being, every one of us is treated as a child of
God, created in the image and likeness of God,
where everybody is loved, everybody is honored,
everybody is respected, everybody is created as a
child of God. If we work together to build that kind of
society and don't give up, then love can save us all.
If you cannot preach like Peter,
and you cannot pray like Paul,
just tell the love of Jesus,
how he died to save us all.
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole.
There (really) is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
So, walk together children. And don't you get
weary because there is a great camp meeting in the
promised land.
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A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit
among the People of God

God Bless the Friends

A note about A Prayer for the Power of the
Spirit among the People of God:
From
Pentecost Sunday (5/30) through the first
Sunday in September (9/6), Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry and his Lutheran counterpart,
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome
congregations and individuals to regularly pray
"A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among
the People of God". This prayer - crafted by a
team of Lutheran and Episcopal prayer
leaders in light of the COVID pandemic - is
meant to unite us in common prayer and
revive us for common mission, wherever and
however we may be gathered.

Vida Hawthorne of St. John's, Negaunee
recently sent out a note to the parish and
included this prayer that was given to her by
her 90 yr. old friend...

A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit
among the People of God
God of all power and love,
we give thanks for your unfailing presence
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty
and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy
fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn,
break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in
the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in
common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored
and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Congregations might wish to incorporate the
prayer into worship alongside the Collect of the
Day, as part of the Prayers of the People, or at
the conclusion of worship before the Blessing or
Dismissal. Individuals may pray it anytime as part
of their own personal prayer discipline.

CROSS ROADS

passed along by Vida Hawthorne

God bless the friends who overlook
the many faults in me.
Who loves me for myself
and for the things that I can be.
Whose tender hearts and thoughtful ways
Add so much pleasure to my days.
God bless the friend who sees my needs
and reaches out a hand,
who lifts me up, who prays for me
and helps me understand.
Who shares my problems, come what may,
who's always there from day to day.
God bless the friend whose cheerful ways
can cause the sun to shine,
who helps me see life's goodness
and the blessings that are mine
that friendship is a special part,
of all that's precious to my heart.
by A. Bradley

For Trinity Sunday, June 7th
(Matthew 28:16-20)
Trinity of love,
deposing the powers
of hate and isolation;
gathering creation
in bonds of mutual care:
through the waters of baptism
may our relatedness be reborn
in justice, mercy and peace;
through Jesus Christ, who is with us always.
Amen
from the book, "Prayers for an Inclusive
Church"
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Feeding America West Michigan Campaign
In 2019, the M.E. Davenport Foundation collaborated with the Episcopal Diocese of NorthernMichigan
and Feeding America West Michigan/UP to increase the number of mobile pantry distributions in the
Upper Peninsula. The M.E. Davenport Foundation put up a match grant of $5,000 and the people of the
Diocese met that match. A total of $10,000 was raised, covering the cost of 2 mobile food
pantries. This year, as a COVID-19 response, we are extending that project and appealing to all faith
communities across the U.P. for contributions. We have been in conversation with and have
received commitments of participation from various faith traditions. The Superior Health Foundation,
Hoover Foundation/Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan, Reynolds Foundation, Frazier Fund, and
the M. E. Davenport Foundation have contributed to a match grant of $50,000. Every dollar contributed
will be matched up to this amount and will go toward food distribution in the Upper Peninsula. No
donation is too small to be significant! When matched, a $10 donation becomes $20; a $100 donation
becomes $200. We have the potential to raise $100,000 which will cover the cost of 20 to 25
Mobile Food Pantry distributions.
Checks should be made out to Feeding America West Michigan, with UP Mobiles in the subject line.
and to ensure tracking and routing of funds, mailed to the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan, 131
East Ridge St., Marquette, MI 49855. You may also donate on-line by going to:
upepiscopal.org/feeding-america-west-michigan-up/. Donations will then be forwarded to FAWM. If
you reside in Baraga, Houghton or Keweenaw County, also indicate this on your check.
Further questions? Contact Mary Sullivan, (email) marysullivan54@sbcglobal.net.
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